
Prep guide – Non-normal incidence 

 

Big picture goal – To find out what changes when we let plane waves hit dielectric interfaces at some 

arbitrary angle.   

 

1)  What are TM and TE polarizations in this context, and why do TE and TM polarized light behave 

differently at interfaces? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2)  What are the Fresnel equations? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3)  What is the Brewster angle (mathematically and physically)? 

 

 

 

 

 


