
Prep guide – Coherence 

 

Big picture goal – To discover when sources of light are likely to exhibit interference, and when they 

aren’t.     

 

1)  In an optics context, what’s the difference between spatial coherence and temporal coherence? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2)  What does it mean for two functions to be correlated? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3)  What does coherence length mean, and how is the coherence length of a source related to its 

spectral width? 

 


